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1
DATA ITEM INTERVAL IDENTIFIER
LOOKUP METHOD AND SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to computer network technology,
and more particularly, to a data item interval identifier lookup
method and system which is designed for integration to a data
processing system (such as a computer unit, a network server,
or a network system), for providing an interval identifier
lookup function to an input data item (such as an IP address,
a memory address, or a hard disk address), for finding where
in a number of predefined intervals the value of the input data
item belongs.

2. Description of Related Art

In the field of computer data processing, there exists a need
for techniques that can process a fixed-length numerical data
item, such as an IP address, a memory address, or a hard disk
address, in such a manner as to find where in a number of
predefined intervals the value of the input data item belongs.
This allows different actions to be performed on the input data
item based on its fitted interval.

In the field of computer networking, packet classification is
an important mechanism that is used to determine the type of
each packet that is being received and transmitted over a
network system, such as the Internet, so that different opera-
tions can be performed for different types of packets. For
example, the entire value range of the packet’s destination I[P
address format can be divided into a number of intervals, with
each interval being assigned to a unique identifier and corre-
sponding to a different packet handling method. This allows
a packet to be classified based on which interval the value of
its destination IP address belongs.

Presently, the aforementioned interval identifier lookup
function for IP addresses can be implemented with a one-
stage lookup table, which maps the entire IP address value
range to predefined intervals (each interval being represented
by a numerical identifier), so that the value of an input IP
address is directly used as an index for retrieving the corre-
sponding interval identifier from the lookup table. One draw-
back to this conventional method, however, is that the one-
stage lookup table requires the use of a memory space for
storage that is exponentially proportional to the entire value
range of the IP address; i.e., if the IP address has a length of L
bits, then the required memory space for storing the lookup
table is proportional to 2-. For example, in the case of IPv4
compliant IP address format which has a length of 32 bits, the
total data amount for implementing the lookup table is pro-
portional to 232, In the case of IPv6 compliant IP address
format which has a length of 128 bits, the total data amount is
proportional to 2'2%, As a result, the one-stage lookup table
method would require a huge amount of memory space for
implementation. This drawback causes the implementation of
packet classification to have low system performance.

In view of the above-mentioned drawbacks of the prior art,
it is a research effort in the information technology industry
for a new and improved IP address interval identifier lookup
technique which can be implemented with low memory
requirement and high system performance.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an objective of this invention to provide a
data item interval identifier lookup method and system which
can be implemented with low memory requirement and high
system performance.
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2

The data item interval identifier lookup method and system
according to the invention is designed for integration to a data
processing system (such as a computer unit, a network server,
or a network system), for providing an interval identifier
lookup function to an input data item (such as an IP address,
a memory address, or a hard disk address), for finding a
corresponding interval identifier for the input data item, i.e.,
where in a number of predefined intervals the value of the
input data item belongs.

In architecture, the data item interval identifier lookup
system according to the invention comprises: (A) a multi-
stage lookup table module; (B) a data item segmented value
reading module; and (C) an inquiry module.

The data item interval identifier lookup method and system
according to the invention is characterized by the use of a
multi-stage lookup-table data structure having a number of
cascaded lookup tables constructed by partitioning the data
format of the input data item into a number of segments, each
being mapped to one stage of lookup table data structure
whose key-value relationships are predefined based on a pre-
defined interval-and-identifier definition table. In operation,
the values of the partitioned segments are sequentially used as
lookup keys to search through the multi-stage lookup-table
data structure until the corresponding interval identifier is
found. This feature allows the implementation to have low
memory requirement and enhanced system performance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The invention can be more fully understood by reading the
following detailed description of the preferred embodiments,
with reference made to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing the application of
the data item interval identifier lookup system of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing the I/O functional
model of the data item interval identifier lookup system of the
invention;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing the architecture of
the data item interval identifier lookup system of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 4A is a schematic diagram showing the data structure
of'a first embodiment of the multi-stage lookup table module
utilized by the invention;

FIG. 4B is a schematic diagram showing the data structure
of'a second embodiment of the multi-stage lookup table mod-
ule utilized by the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The data item interval identifier lookup method and system
according to the invention is disclosed in full details by way of
preferred embodiments in the following with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

Application and Function of the Invention

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing the application of
data item interval identifier lookup system according to the
invention (which is here encapsulated in a box indicated by
the reference numeral 50). As shown, the data item interval
identifier lookup system of the invention 50 is designed for
integration to a data processing system 10, such as a computer
unit, a network server, or a network system (such as routers,
hubs, firewalls, etc.), for providing the data processing system
10 with a data item interval identifier lookup function.
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Examples of the input data item include, but not limited to, IP
(Internet Protocol) addresses, memory addresses, and hard
disk addresses.

In the following preferred embodiment, the data item inter-
val identifier lookup system of the invention 50 is used for
integration to a packet classification/filtering mechanism on a
network system that handles IP address of 32 bits in length for
the purpose of finding a corresponding interval identifier for
each IP address, i.e., where in a number of predefined inter-
vals the value of the IP address belongs.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing the input/output
(I/O) functional model of the data item interval identifier
lookup system of the invention 50. As shown, the data item
interval identifier lookup system of the invention 50 operates
with a user-predefined interval-and-identifier definition table
20 which partitions the entire value range of a 32-bit IP
address format into a number of consecutive intervals, with
each interval being assigned to a unique identifier. In the
example of FIG. 2, the interval-and-identifier definition table
20 is predefined by partitioning the entire value range of the
32-bit IP address format into 7 consecutive intervals which
are respectively assigned to a series of integer numbers 1-7
used as interval identifiers. For example, as shown in FIG. 2,
the interval [0000 0000]-[1234565F] is assigned to the iden-
tifier [1]; the interval [1234 5660]-[1234 566F] is assigned to
the identifier [2]; the interval [1234 5670]-[1234 56CC] is
assigned to the identifier [3]; and so forth.

In the example of FIG. 2, assume the input data item to be
handled is an IP address 30 whose value is [1234 8888], then
the data item interval identifier lookup system of the invention
50 will be responsible for finding that its corresponding inter-
val identifier is [5], and outputting the interval identifier [ 5] as
the end result 40.

Architecture of the Invention

As shown in FIG. 3, in architecture, the data item interval
identifier lookup system of the invention 50 comprises: (A) a
multi-stage lookup table module 100; (B) a data item seg-
mented value reading module 210; and (C) an inquiry module
220. Firstly, the respective attributes and behaviors of these
constituent components of the data item interval identifier
lookup system of the invention 50 are described in details in
the following.

Multi-stage Lookup Table Module 100

The multi-stage lookup table module 100 is a static data-
only module which is predefined by firstly partitioning the IP
address format into a number of segments, and secondly
establishing a number of segment-mapping lookup tables
corresponding to the partitioned segments of the IP address
format based on the set values in the interval-and-identifier
definition table 20.

In practice, this multi-stage lookup table module 100 can
be implemented in two different embodiments, as respec-
tively disclosed in the following.

First Embodiment of the Multi-stage Lookup Table
Module 100 (FIG. 4A)

In the embodiment of FIG. 4A, the 32-bit IP address format
is partitioned into, for example, 3 segments: a 16-bit prefix
segment 31, an 8-bit middle segment 32, and an 8-bit postfix
segment 33. It should be noted that the partition of the IP
address data format is not limited to 3 segments, and can be 2,
4, 5, or more. Fundamentally, a larger number of segments
would result in the use of a smaller memory space for storage,
but a larger degree of complexity in design.

The next task is to build 3 stages of lookup table data
structures corresponding to the 3 segments of the IP address
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4

format based on the set values in the interval-and-identifier
definition table 20. In the example of FIG. 4A, the first-stage
lookup table data structure including just one lookup table
110 (hereunder referred to as “first-stage lookup table”) cor-
responding to the 16-bit prefix segment 31; the second-stage
lookup table data structure including two lookup tables 120a,
1204 (hereunder respectively referred to as “second-stage
first-level lookup table” and “second-stage second-level
lookup table”) corresponding to the 8-bit middle segment 32;
and the third-stage lookup table data structure includes just
one lookup table 130 (hereunder referred to as “third-stage
lookup table”) corresponding to the 8-bit postfix segment 33.
The mapping relations in these lookup tables 110, 120q,
1204, 130 are predefined based on the set values in the inter-
val-and-identifier definition table 20 in reference to the values
of the partitioned 3 segments 31, 32, 33 of the IP address
format, as described in details in the following.

Based on the set values in the interval-and-identifier defi-
nition table 20 shown in FIG. 2, it can be seen that if the 16-bit
prefix segment 31 of the IP address 30 has a value within the
range [0000]-[1233], its corresponding interval identifier is
[1] and therefore, in the first-stage lookup table 110, this value
range [0000]-[1233] is set to be corresponding to the interval
identifier [1]. If the 16-bit prefix segment 31 has a value equal
to [1234], its corresponding interval identifier is in the range
[1]-[5] and therefore, this value [1234] is set to be correspond-
ing to a link to the second-stage first-level lookup table 120a.
If the 16-bit prefix segment 31 has a value within the range
[1235]-[ABCC], its corresponding interval identifier is [ 5]. If
the 16-bit prefix segment 31 has a value equal to [ABCD], its
corresponding interval identifier is in the range [5]-[7] and
therefore, this value [ABCD] is set to be corresponding to a
link to the second-stage second-level lookup table 1205. If the
16-bit prefix segment 31 has a value within the range
[ABCE]-[FFFF], its corresponding interval identifier is [7].
In the first-stage lookup table 110 shown FIG. 4A, the refer-
ence numeral 111 indicates a mapped item representing an
interval identifier and is hereunder referred to as “interval
identifier specifier”, while the reference numeral 112 indi-
cates amapped item representing a link to a next-stage lookup
table and is hereunder referred to as “link specifier”.

For the second-stage first-level lookup table 120aq, if the
8-bit middle segment 32 of the IP address 30 has a value
within the range [00]-[55], its corresponding interval identi-
fier is [1]. If the 8-bit middle segment 32 has a value equal to
[56], its corresponding interval identifier is in the range [1]-
[4] and therefore, in the second-stage first-level lookup table
120a, this value [56] is set to be corresponding to a link to the
third-stage lookup table 130. If the 8-bit middle segment 32
has a value within the range [57]-[FF], its corresponding
interval identifier is [ 5]. Further, for the second-stage second-
level lookup table 1205, if the 8-bit middle segment 32 of the
IP address 30 has a value within the range [00]-[DF], its
corresponding interval identifier is [5]. If the 8-bit middle
segment 32 has a value within the range [EO]-[EE], its corre-
sponding interval identifier is [6]. If the 8-bit middle segment
32 has a value within the range [EF]-[FF], its corresponding
interval identifier is [ 7]. In the second-stage first-level lookup
table 120a and second-stage second-level lookup table 1205
shown FIG. 4A, the reference numeral 121 indicates a inter-
val identifier specifier, while the reference numeral 122 indi-
cates a link specifier which specifies a link to a next stage
lookup table (i.e., the third-stage lookup table 130).

For the third-stage lookup table 130, if the 8-bit postfix
segment 33 of the IP address 30 has a value within the range
[00]-[5F], its corresponding interval identifier is [ 1]; if within
the range [60]-[6F], its corresponding interval identifier is
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[2]; if within the range [70]-[CC], its corresponding interval
identifier is [3]; and if within the range [CD]-[FF], its corre-
sponding interval identifier is [4]. In the third-stage lookup
table 130 shown FIG. 4 A, the reference numeral 131 indicates
an interval identifier specifier which specifies a unique inter-
val identifier.

Second Embodiment of the Multi-stage Lookup
Table Module 100 (FIG. 4B)

As shown in FIG. 4B, the second embodiment differs from
the previous first embodiment shown in FIG. 4A particularly
inthe case thatif'the 16-bit prefix segment 31 of the IP address
30 has a value equal to [ABCD] whose corresponding interval
identifier is in a consecutive range [5]-[7], i.e., the corre-
sponding interval identifier is [5], or [6], or [7] . Since this
range [5]-[7] is consecutive from [5] to [ 7], its mapping can be
set to an identifier-range and link specifier 113, which is used
to specify two things: the corresponding identifier range, i.e.,
[5]-[7], and alink to an interval identifier lookup table 140. In
practice, the identifier-range and link specifier 113 can be
implemented in 3 different ways to specify the corresponding
identifier range [5]-[7]: (1) [5-7], which shows the bottom
bound and upper bound of the identifier range; (2) [5-3],
which shows the bottom bound of the identifier range and the
total number of interval identifiers within this range counting
forward from the bottom bound; (3) [7-3], which shows the
upper bound of the identifier range and the total number of
interval identifiers within this range counting backward from
the upper bound.

As shown in FIG. 4B, different from the interval-and-
identifier definition table 20, the interval identifier lookup
table 140 needs just to specify the starting value of each of the
predefined intervals. For example, the first interval identifier
[1] corresponds to the interval [0000 0000]-[1234 565F]; but
in the interval identifier lookup table 140, it is suffice to set
justthe starting value [0000 0000] of' this interval. The second
interval identifier [2] corresponds to the interval [ 1234 5660]-
[1234 566F]; but in the interval identifier lookup table 140, it
suffice to set just the starting value [1234 5660]; and so forth.
However, it should be noted that the interval identifier lookup
table 140 needs to include an eighth row corresponding to the
uppermost ending value [FFFF FFFF]. The inquiry to this
interval identifier lookup table 140 can be implemented with
a binary search method or other equivalent search method.

In a similar manner for the second-stage first-level lookup
table 120a, if the 8-bit middle segment 32 of the [P address 30
has the value [56], its corresponding interval identifier is in
the range [1]-[4], and is therefore mapped to an identifier-
range and link specifier 123, which is used to specify the
corresponding identifier range, i.e., [1]-[4], and a link to the
interval identifier lookup table 140. In the example of FIG.
4B, the identifier range [1]-[4] is specified as [1-4], wherein
[1] represents the bottom bound of the identifier range, and
[4] represents the total number of interval identifiers within
this range counting forward from the bottom bound.

In application, the second embodiment of the multi-stage
lookup table module 100 is more advantageous to use than the
first embodiment in that the second-stage second-level
lookup table 1205 used in the first embodiment can be here
omitted, which can help reduced memory requirement for
storage of the lookup table data structure.

Data Item Segmented Value Reading Module 210

The data item segmented value reading module 210 is
capable of reading the input data item (i.e., IP address 30) for
the values of the partitioned segments of the IP address 30 for
use by the inquiry module 220 as a set of lookup keys for
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6

inquiring the multi-stage lookup table module 100 to find the
corresponding interval identifier.

In the first embodiment of FIG. 4A, for example, the data
format of the 32-bit IP address 30 is partitioned into 3 seg-
ments: a 16-bit prefix segment 31, an 8-bit middle segment
32, and an 8-bit postfix segment 33. Therefore, the data item
segmented value reading module 210 will read the respective
values of these three segments 31, 32, 33 for use as 3 lookup
keys.

For the second embodiment of FIG. 4B, however, the data
item segmented value reading module 210 will read the value
of the 16-bit prefix segment 31 as a first lookup key for the
first stage inquiry, the value of the 8-bit middle segment 32 as
a second lookup key for the second stage inquiry, and the
value of the whole 32-bit data of the incoming IP address 30
as a third lookup key for the third stage inquiry.

Inquiry Module 220

The inquiry module 220 is capable of using the lookup keys
furnished by the data item segmented value reading module
210 for inquiring the multi-stage lookup table module 100 to
find the corresponding interval identifier of the IP address 30.
In the first embodiment, the inquiry module 220 will perform
an inquiry process on the lookup tables 110, 120a, 1205, 130;
whereas in the second embodiment, the inquiry module 220
will perform an inquiry process on the lookup tables 110, 120,
140.

In the case of the first embodiment of FIG. 4A, assume the
IP address 30 has a value [1888 8888], then the data item
segmented value reading module 210 will read the IP address
30 and thereby provide the following 3 lookup keys: {[1888],
[88], [88]}. The inquiry module 220 will then use the first
lookup key [1888] for inquiring the first-stage lookup table
110, with the result being [5]. Since this result is an interval
identifier, the inquiry process is completed and the interval
identifier [5] is outputted as the end result 40. Furthermore,
assume the IP address 30 has a value [1234 5600], then the
data item segmented value reading module 210 will read the
IP address 30 and thereby provide the following 3 lookup
keys: {[1234],[56], [00]}. In the first step, the inquiry module
220 will use the first lookup key [1234] for inquiring the
first-stage lookup table 110, with the result being a link to the
second-stage first-level lookup table 120a. Therefore, in the
second step, the inquiry module 220 will use the second
lookup key [56] for inquiring the second-stage first-level
lookup table 1204, with the result being a link to the third-
stage lookup table 130. Therefore, in the third step, the
inquiry module 220 will use the third lookup key [00] for
inquiring the third-stage lookup table 130, with the result
being [1]. Since this result is an interval identifier, the inquiry
process is completed and the interval identifier [1] is output-
ted as the end result 40.

In the case of the second embodiment of FIG. 4B, assume
the IP address 30 has a value [ 1234 5688], then the data item
segmented value reading module 210 will read the IP address
30 to thereby provide the following 3 lookup keys: {[1234],
[56], [88]}. In the first step, the inquiry module 220 will use
the first lookup key [1234] for inquiring the first-stage lookup
table 110, with the result being a link to the second-stage
lookup table 120. Therefore, in the second step, the inquiry
module 220 will use the second lookup key [56] for inquiring
the second-stage lookup table 120, with the result being a link
to the interval identifier lookup table 140. Therefore, in the
third step, the inquiry module 220 will use the entire 32-bit
data [1234 5688] for inquiring the interval identifier lookup
table 140, with the result being [3]. Then, the inquiry process
is completed and the interval identifier [3] is outputted as the
end result 40.
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Operation of the Invention

The following is a detailed description of practical appli-
cation examples of the data item interval identifier lookup
system of the invention 50 during actual operation. In this
application example, it is assumed that the input data item is
a 32-bit IP address 30 whose data format is partitioned into 3
segments: 16-bit prefix segment 31, 8-bit middle segment 32,
and 8-bit postfix segment 33.

Operation of the First Embodiment

In this application example, the multi-stage lookup table
module 100 is implemented with the first embodiment shown
in FIG. 4A. In this case, when the data item interval identifier
lookup system of the invention 50 receives an [P address 30,
the data item segmented value reading module 210 will be
first activated to read the value of the 16-bit prefix segment 31
of'the IP address 30 for use as a first lookup key by the inquiry
module 220 to inquire the first-stage lookup table 110.

If'the inquiry result is an identifier specifier 111, the inquiry
process is completed, and the set value of the identifier speci-
fier 111 is outputted as the end result 40. On the other hand, if
the inquiry result is a link specifier 112, which specifies a link
to a second-stage lookup table (i.e., the second-stage first-
level lookup table 120a or the second-stage second-level
lookup table 1204), the data item segmented value reading
module 210 will then read the 8-bit middle segment 32 of the
1P address 30 and use its value as a second lookup key for the
inquiry module 220 to inquire the linked lookup table in the
second stage (i.e., the second-stage first-level lookup table
120a or the second-stage second-level lookup table 12056). If
the inquiry result is an identifier specifier 121, the inquiry
process is completed and the set value of the identifier speci-
fier 121 is outputted as the end result 40. On the other hand, if
the inquiry result is a link specifier 122, which specifies a link
to a third-stage lookup table (i.e., the third-stage lookup table
130), the data item segmented value reading module 210 then
reads the 8-bit postfix segment 33 of the IP address 30 and
uses its value as a third lookup key for the inquiry module 220
to inquire the third-stage lookup table 130. The inquiry result
from the third-stage lookup table 130 is then outputted as the
end result 40.

Operation of the Second Embodiment

In this application example, the multi-stage lookup table
module 100 is implemented with the second embodiment
shown in FIG. 4B. In this case, when the data item interval
identifier lookup system of the invention 50 receives an [P
address 30, the data item segmented value reading module
210 will be first activated to read the value of the 16-bit prefix
segment 31 of the IP address 30 for use as a first lookup key
by the inquiry module 220 to inquire the first-stage lookup
table 110.

If the inquiry result is an identifier specifier 111 or a link
specifier 112, the operational action is the same as the first
embodiment described above, so description thereof will not
be repeated here.

On the other hand, if the inquiry resultis an identifier-range
and link specifier 113, then the inquiry module 220 will read
the set value (in the example of FIG. 4B, the set value is [ 5-3]
which indicates that the interval identifier is [ 5], or [6], or [7]
(i.e., [5] denotes the bottom bound of the possible identifier
range and [3] denotes the total number of possible interval
identifiers in this range). Next, the data item segmented value
reading module 210 reads the whole 32-bit data of the IP
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address 30 and uses its value as a lookup key for the inquiry
module 220 to inquire the interval identifier lookup table 140
in reference to the possible interval identifiers [ 5], [6], and [ 7].
The inquiry result from the interval identifier lookup table
140 is then outputted as the end result 40.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the invention provides a data item interval
identifier lookup method and system which is characterized
by the use of a multi-stage lookup-table data structure having
anumber of cascaded lookup tables constructed by partition-
ing the data format of the input data item into a number of
segments, each being mapped to one stage of lookup table
data structure whose key-value relationships are predefined
based on a predefined interval-and-identifier definition table.
In operation, the values of the partitioned segments are
sequentially used as lookup keys to search through the multi-
stage lookup-table data structure until the corresponding
interval identifier is found. This feature allows the implemen-
tation to have low memory requirement and enhanced system
performance. The invention is therefore more advantageous
to use than the prior art.

The invention has been described using exemplary pre-
ferred embodiments. However, it is to be understood that the
scope of the invention is not limited to the disclosed embodi-
ments. On the contrary, it is intended to cover various modi-
fications and similar arrangements. The scope of the claims,
therefore, should be accorded the broadest interpretation so as
to encompass all such modifications and similar arrange-
ments.

What is claimed is:

1. A data item interval identifier lookup method for use on
a data processing system for performing an interval identifier
lookup function for an input data item; wherein the entire
value range of the input data item is predefined into a series of
consecutive intervals each assigned to a unique identifier, and
wherein the interval identifier lookup function is used to find
a corresponding identifier for the input data item;

the data item interval identifier lookup method comprising:

building a multi-stage lookup table module, which

includes a plurality of cascaded stages of lookup table
data structures, which are established by firstly parti-
tioning the entire value range of the input data item into
anumber of segments, and secondly building a mapping
relation for each lookup table data structure based on a
predefined interval-and-identifier definition table in ref-
erence to the partitioned segments of the input data item,
wherein each of the lookup table data structure com-
prises a mapped item including an identifier-range and
link specifier used for specifying both a corresponding
identifier range and a link to -a single interval identifier
lookup table, wherein the single interval identifier
lookup table corresponds to the predefined interval-and-
identifier definition table;

during actual operation, reading the input data item for the

value of each of the partitioned segments of the input
data item for use as a set of lookup keys, wherein one of
the lookup keys is the entire value of the input data item;
and

using the lookup keys to inquire the multi-stage lookup

table module to find a corresponding interval identifier
for the input data item.

2. The data item interval identifier lookup method of claim
1, wherein input data item is an [P (Internet Protocol) address.

3. The data item interval identifier lookup method of claim
1, wherein the input data item is a memory address.
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4. The data item interval identifier lookup method of claim
1, wherein the input data item is a hard disk address.

5. The data item interval identifier lookup method of claim
1, wherein the identifier-range and link specifier defines an
identifier range by specifying a bottom bound and an upper
bound for the identifier range.

6. The data item interval identifier lookup method of claim
1, wherein the identifier-range and link specifier defines an
identifier range by specifying a bottom bound for the identi-
fier range and a total number of interval identifiers within the
identifier range counting forward from the bottom bound.

7. The data item interval identifier lookup method of claim
1, wherein the identifier-range and link specifier defines an
identifier range by specifying an upper bound for the identi-
fier range and a total number of interval identifiers within the
identifier range counting backward from the upper bound.

8. The data item interval identifier lookup method of claim
1, wherein the corresponding identifier range is consecutive.

9. The data item interval identifier lookup method of claim
1, wherein the single interval identifier lookup table specifies
the starting value of each of the consecutive intervals and
lastly specifies the uppermost ending value of all of the con-
secutive intervals.

10. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
which stores instructions which, when executed by a com-
puter, enables a data item interval identifier lookup system to

firstly partition an entire value range of an input data item

into a number of segments, and secondly build a map-
ping relation for each of a plurality of cascaded-stages of
lookup table data structures based on a predefined inter-
val-and-identifier definition table in reference to the par-
titioned segments of the input data item, wherein each of
the lookup table data structures comprises a mapped
item including an identifier-range and link specifier used
for specitying both a corresponding identifier range and
a link to a single interval identifier lookup table, and the
single interval identifier lookup table corresponds to the
predefined interval-and-identifier definition table;

read the input data item for the value of each of the parti-

tioned segments of the input data item for use as a set of
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lookup keys, wherein one of the lookup keys is the entire
value of the input data item; and

use the lookup keys to find a corresponding interval iden-

tifier for the input data item.

11. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 10, wherein the input data item is an IP (Internet
Protocol) address.

12. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of'claim 10, wherein the input data item is a memory address.

13. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of'claim 10, wherein the input data item is a hard disk address.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 10, wherein the identifier-range and link specifier
defines an identifier range by specifying a bottom bound and
an upper bound for the identifier range.

15. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 10, wherein the identifier-range and link specifier
defines an identifier range by specifying a bottom bound for
the identifier range and a total number of interval identifiers
within the identifier range counting forward from the bottom
bound.

16. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 10, wherein the identifier-range and link specifier
defines an identifier range by specifying an upper bound for
the identifier range and a total number of interval identifiers
within the identifier range counting backward from the upper
bound.

17. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 10, wherein the interval identifier lookup table is
implemented with a binary search method for inquiry.

18. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 10, wherein the corresponding identifier range is
consecutive.

19. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of'claim 10, wherein the single interval identifier lookup table
specifies the starting value of each of the consecutive intervals
and lastly specifies the uppermost ending value of all of the
consecutive intervals.



