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capturing pose parameters by detecting horizontal and ver-
tical planes from the tracking captured image.
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INDOOR POSITIONING SYSTEM AND

INDOOR POSITIONING METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT

APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority to Taiwan
Patent Application No. 110109945, filed on Mar. 19, 2021.
The entire content of the above identified application is
incorporated herein by reference.

Some references, which may include patents, patent appli-
cations and various publications, may be cited and discussed
in the description of this disclosure. The citation and/or
discussion of such references is provided merely to clarify
the description of the present disclosure and is not an
admission that any such reference is “prior art” to the
disclosure described herein. All references cited and dis-
cussed in this specification are incorporated herein by ref-
erence in their entireties and to the same extent as if each
reference was individually incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates to an indoor positioning
system and an indoor positioning method, and more par-
ticularly to an indoor positioning system and an indoor
positioning method used for indoor positioning at a con-
struction site.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

With the development of construction site automation,
there is an increased demand for indoor positioning. In the
existing indoor positioning technologies, methods that
include using RFID, Wi-Fi, broadband, and computer vision
have all reached maturity. However, due to the lack of
telecommunications, network and other equipment in a
construction site, many indoor positioning methods devel-
oped through broadband, WIFI and other communication
equipment cannot be easily implemented.

For example, in an early stage of a construction project,
an environment of the construction site is not yet furnished
with a complete set of network equipment so that it can be
difficult to address issues concerning indoor positioning
through the above-mentioned technologies.

On the other hand, in an indoor construction site, since the
global navigation satellite system (GNSS) cannot receive
satellite signals in the indoor environment, the commonly
used positioning method, such as that using the global
positioning system (GPS), is unable to be performed accu-
rately.

Therefore, there is an urgent need for an indoor position-
ing system and an indoor positioning method for indoor
positioning at the construction site.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

In response to the above-referenced technical inadequa-
cies, the present disclosure provides an indoor positioning
system and an indoor positioning method for indoor posi-
tioning at a construction site.

In one aspect, the present disclosure provides an indoor
positioning method, and the indoor positioning method
includes: configuring a computing device to obtain a Build-
ing Information Modeling (BIM) model of a target area;
configuring the computing device to generate at least one
virtual camera, control at least one virtual camera to obtain

a plurality of virtual images in the BIM model, a plurality of
camera positions and a plurality of camera pose parameters
corresponding to the plurality of virtual images, and store
the plurality of virtual images, the plurality of camera
positions and the plurality of camera pose parameters in an
image database; configuring the computing device to input
the plurality of virtual images into a trained deep learning
network to perform image feature extractions on the plural-
ity of virtual images to obtain a plurality of virtual image
features corresponding to the plurality of virtual images;
configuring an image capturing device to obtain a captured
image at a current position in the target area; configuring the
computing device to input the captured image into the
trained deep learning network, so as to perform the image
feature extraction on the captured image and to obtain a
captured image feature corresponding to the captured image;
configuring the computing device to execute a similarity
matching algorithm on the captured image feature and the
plurality of virtual image features to obtain a plurality of
matching virtual images with relatively high similarity to the
captured image from the plurality of virtual images; config-
uring the computing device to display the plurality of
matching virtual images on a user interface for a user to
select a most similar image; configuring the computing
device to display the captured image and the most similar
image on the user interface for the user to select a plurality
of sets of corresponding feature points from the captured
image and the most similar image; configuring the comput-
ing device to: obtain, from the plurality of virtual images, the
nearest image having the virtual image feature with the
highest similarity to the virtual image feature of the most
similar image; obtain a plurality of sets of corresponding
feature point coordinates of the plurality of sets of feature
points; calculate a capturing position and a capturing pose
parameter of the image capturing device upon obtaining the
captured image according to a geometric relationship
between the captured image and the most similar image, a
geometric relationship between the most similar image and
the nearest image, and the plurality of sets of corresponding
feature point coordinates; and take the capturing position as
a positioning result representing the current position.

In another aspect, the present disclosure provides an
indoor positioning system including a computing device, an
image capturing device and a user interface. The computing
device includes at least one processor and a storage unit, and
the computing device is configured to: obtain a building
information modeling (BIM) model of a target area; gener-
ate at least one virtual camera, and control the at least one
virtual camera to obtain a plurality of virtual images in the
BIM model, a plurality of camera positions and a plurality
of camera pose parameters corresponding to the plurality of
virtual images, and store the plurality of virtual images, the
plurality of camera positions and the plurality of camera
pose parameters in an image database; and input the plural-
ity of virtual images into a trained deep learning network to
perform image feature extractions on the plurality of virtual
images to obtain a plurality of virtual image features corre-
sponding to the plurality of virtual images. The image
capturing device is electrically connected to the computing
device, and is configured to obtain a captured image at a
current position in the target area. The user interface is
electrically connected to the computing device. The com-
puting device is further configured to: input the captured
image into the trained deep learning network to perform the
image feature extraction on the captured image to obtain a
captured image feature corresponding to the captured image;
execute a similarity matching algorithm on the captured

US 11,631,195 B2

1 2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65



image feature and the plurality of virtual image features to

obtain a plurality of matching virtual images with relatively

high similarity to the captured image from the plurality of

virtual images; display the plurality of matching virtual

images on the user interface for the user to select a most

similar image; display the captured image and the most

similar image on the user interface for the user to select a

plurality of sets of corresponding feature points from the

captured image and the most similar image; obtain, from the

plurality of virtual images, a nearest image having the virtual

image feature with the highest similarity to the virtual image

feature of the most similar image; obtain a plurality of sets

of corresponding feature point coordinates of the plurality of

sets of feature points; calculate a capturing position and a

capturing pose parameter when the image capturing device

obtaining the captured image according to a geometric

relationship between the captured image and the most simi-

lar image, a geometric relationship between the most similar

image and the nearest image, and the plurality of sets of

corresponding feature point coordinates; and take the cap-

turing position as a positioning result representing the cur-

rent position.

Therefore, the indoor positioning method and the indoor
positioning system provided by the present disclosure can
overcome a limitation that a real image database cannot be
established at the construction site, and import semi-auto-
matic methods when using feature extraction methods based
on deep learning models, so as to allow the users to select
the correct similar image. In this way, a situation in which
a position cannot be determined due to repetitive and
symmetrical structures can be solved. In addition, the users
are enabled to manually match the plurality of feature points
from the plurality of virtual images and the captured image
that is filtered by the deep learning network, such that
accurate positioning can be achieved.

Furthermore, the indoor positioning method and the
indoor positioning system of the present disclosure further
introduce a concept of simultaneous localization and map-
ping (SLAM) to avoid excessive manual positioning assis-
tance. After the positioning is completed in the first three
steps, a starting point information is provided to the user,
and then visual-inertial odometry (VIO) is used to calculate
a relative position. In addition, due to an error of the VIO,
the BIM model is template matched for instant correction, so
as to address an issue of accumulated errors.

These and other aspects of the present disclosure will
become apparent from the following description of the
embodiment taken in conjunction with the following draw-
ings and their captions, although variations and modifica-
tions therein may be affected without departing from the
spirit and scope of the novel concepts of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The described embodiments may be better understood by
reference to the following description and the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of an indoor posi-
tioning system according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of steps for establishing a BIM image
database according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 3 is a structural diagram of a VGG deep learning
network according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 4 is a visualization diagram of feature results

extracted by all pooling layers according to an embodiment

of the present disclosure;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart of steps for performing spatial

similarity matching according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIGS. 6(a) to 6(c) respectively show multiple examples of
captured images, captured image feature maps, virtual
images, and virtual image feature maps from left to right;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of steps for performing camera
position and pose evaluation according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of steps for calculating geometric
relationships of a most similar image, the captured image,
and a nearest image according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of steps for executing a visual inertial
odometer according to an embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a visual inertial odometry
algorithm according to an embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of a positioning correction process
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 12 is a conceptual diagram of correcting a projection
model in Y direction by a detected horizontal plane accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIGS. 13(a) to 13(d) are schematic diagrams in which
pillar elements and model pillars in a target area are used to
demonstrate correction of the projection model by use of a
detected vertical plane according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

The present disclosure is more particularly described in
the following examples that are intended as illustrative only
since numerous modifications and variations therein will be
apparent to those skilled in the art. Like numbers in the
drawings indicate like components throughout the views. As
used in the description herein and throughout the claims that
follow, unless the context clearly dictates otherwise, the
meaning of “a”, “an”, and “the” includes plural reference,
and the meaning of “in” includes “in” and “on”. Titles or
subtitles can be used herein for the convenience of a reader,
which shall have no influence on the scope of the present
disclosure.

The terms used herein generally have their ordinary
meanings in the art. In the case of conflict, the present
document, including any definitions given herein, will pre-
vail. The same thing can be expressed in more than one way.
Alternative language and synonyms can be used for any
term(s) discussed herein, and no special significance is to be
placed upon whether a term is elaborated or discussed
herein. A recital of one or more synonyms does not exclude
the use of other synonyms. The use of examples anywhere
in this specification including examples of any terms is
illustrative only, and in no way limits the scope and meaning
of the present disclosure or of any exemplified term. Like-
wise, the present disclosure is not limited to various embodi-
ments given herein. Numbering terms such as “first”, “sec-
ond” or “third” can be used to describe various components,
signals or the like, which are for distinguishing one com-
ponent/signal from another one only, and are not intended to,
nor should be construed to impose any substantive limita-
tions on the components, signals or the like.
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FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of an indoor posi-
tioning system according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. Referring to FIG. 1, a first embodiment of the
present disclosure provides an indoor positioning system 1,
which includes a computing device 10, an image capturing
device 12, a user interface 14, and inertial sensors 16-1 and
16-2.

The computing device 10 includes a processor 100 and a
storage unit 102. The computing device 10 can include any
suitable processor-driven computing device, which includes,
but is not limited to, desktop computing devices, laptop
computing devices, servers, smartphones, tablet computers
and the like. A processing unit 104 can be an integrated
circuit (such as a programmable logic control circuit, a
micro-processor circuit or a micro-control circuit), a central
processing unit, and the like, or can include the aforemen-
tioned electronic devices (such as integrated circuit tablets,
mobile phones, notebook computers or desktop computers),
but the present disclosure is not limited thereto. Further-
more, the storage unit 102 may be, for example, a memory
system, which can include a non-volatile memory (such as
flash memory) and a system memory (such as DRAM).

The image capturing device 12 can be, for example, a
camera or video camera that includes a lens module and a
photosensitive element that can be used to capture images.
The inertial sensors 16-1 and 16-2 can be a gyroscope and
an acceleration sensor, respectively. The gyroscope can be
used to obtain three-axis rotation and angular acceleration,
and the acceleration sensor can be used to obtain three-
dimensional acceleration.

Furthermore, the user interface 14 can be, for example, a
touch-sensitive display capable of simultaneously display-
ing information and receiving user input (such as a liquid
crystal display, an LED display, or an OLED display), and
may also include peripheral devices (such as a keyboard and
a mouse) for a user to input commands, but the present
disclosure is not limited thereto.

It should be noted that, in a specific embodiment, the
computing device 10, the image capturing device 12, the
user interface 14, and the inertial sensors 16-1, 16-2 can be
connected to each other in a wired or wireless manner, and
can be included in a mobile device for implementing an
indoor positioning method of the present disclosure, such as
a smartphone, a tablet computer, a notebook computer, and
the like.

It should be noted that the indoor positioning method of
the present disclosure can be applied to the aforementioned
indoor positioning system 1, but the present disclosure is not
limited thereto. The indoor positioning method of the pres-
ent disclosure is roughly divided into four main links
hereinafter, namely (a) establishment of building informa-
tion modeling (BIM) image database, (b) spatial similarity
matching, (c) camera position and pose evaluation, and (d)
visual inertial odometry (VIO).

Reference can be made to FIG. 2, which is a flowchart of
steps for establishing a BIM image database according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure. In detail, this step is
used to establish a database required for subsequent spatial
matching and camera position and pose evaluation. Since
the environment of a construction site is changeable, the
database established by using real images will not be suf-
ficient as the construction progresses. Therefore, by estab-
lishing the BIM image database, the present disclosure can
not only use a BIM model to simulate the scene and
environment as much as possible, but also quickly establish
the database in an automated manner. As shown in FIG. 2,
the steps for establishing the BIM image database include:

Step S20: obtaining a BIM model of a target area. The
target area can be, for example, a building under construc-
tion. The BIM model uses various related information data
of a construction project as the basis of modeling, and a
model of the building is established by simulating real
information of the building through digital information.

Step S21: generating a virtual camera, controlling the
virtual camera to obtain a plurality of virtual images in the
rendered BIM model, and a plurality of camera positions and
a plurality of camera pose parameters corresponding to the
plurality of virtual images, and storing the plurality of virtual
images, the plurality of camera positions and the plurality of
camera pose parameters in an image database.

For example, in this step, the virtual cameras are placed
in a plurality of spaces in the BIM model to obtain a plurality
of rendered virtual images. While the plurality of virtual
images are stored, positions and poses of the virtual camera
when the plurality of virtual images are obtained and are
stored as one record of information.

Step S22: inputting the plurality of virtual images into a
trained deep learning network to perform image feature
extractions on the plurality of virtual images to obtain a
plurality of virtual image features corresponding to the
plurality of virtual images.

In detail, the trained deep learning network is a VGG deep
learning network, which is a convolutional neural networks
(CNN) model. Reference is made to FIG. 3, which is a
structural diagram of the VGG deep learning network
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure. As
shown in FIG. 3, the VGG deep learning network includes
a plurality of convolutional layers CNV and a plurality of
pooling layers MP1, MP2, MP3, MP4, MP5 that are sequen-
tially iterated for multiple times, a fully connected layer FC,
and a normalization function NORM. As shown in FIG. 3,
the number of iterations is 5, but the present disclosure is not
limited thereto.

The VGG deep learning network used in the embodiment
of the present disclosure is a model pre-trained by ImageNet
data set. Therefore, there is no need to perform any training
on the virtual images generated by the BIM model, and
weights generated by the VGG deep learning network after
being trained by the ImageNet data set can be directly
utilized. It should be understood that the trained CNN model
can have good image retrieval benefits even when being
performed with different data sets, and thus can be used as
an effective method for similarity matching between BIM
images and real images.

During the image feature extractions of the plurality of
virtual images, one of the plurality of pooling layers MP1,
MP2, MP3, MP4, MP5 needs to be used as a main feature
extraction layer, so as to perform the image feature extrac-
tions on the plurality of virtual images.

In order to determine the pooling layer to be used,
reference can be made to FIG. 4, which is a visualization
diagram of feature results extracted by all the pooling layers
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure. FIG.
4 is generated by extracting and visualizing the results of the
feature extractions of the model rendering images on the
right of FIG. 4 by using the pooling layers MP1, MP2, MP3,
MP4, and MP5 in the VGG deep learning network, and each
pooling layer only visualizes first eight feature extraction
results. As shown in FIG. 4, the fourth pooling layer MP4
can correctly treat pillars and windows of the model as
important features. However, the third pooling layer MP3
extracts the features of the windows, but loses features of the
pillar elements, thereby not conforming to applications in
which the construction site structure is regarded as the main
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feature. The fifth pooling layer MP5 completely loses all

features, which is not conducive to feature extraction. While

images of the first and second polling layers are large,

important features are not actually extracted. If the first and

second pooling layers are used for feature matching, there

will be too much noise and the features cannot be matched

correctly. Therefore, in an exemplary embodiment of the

present disclosure, a fourth pooling layer MP4 among the

pooling layers MP1, MP2, MP3, MP4, and MP5 is used as
the main feature extraction layer.

Therefore, through establishing the image database, a
limitation that a real image database cannot be established at
the construction site can be overcome. Date formats are
shown in the following Table 1. The data is divided into
space Rn as a label, and there are a plurality of virtual images
In in each space. Each virtual image is then used to extract
a virtual image feature Fn of the virtual image through VGG,
and finally the position and pose Pn={ x, y, z, qx, qy, qz, qw}
of the virtual camera when each virtual image is generated
and is recorded. When creating an image, intrinsic param-
eters and distortion coefficients of the image capturing
device 12 should be taken into consideration, so as to
prevent errors caused by different camera intrinsic param-
eters during the evaluation of the camera position and pose.

TABLE 1

Camera position and

pose parameters of

Spaces Virtual images Virtual image features virtual camera

R1 [I1, I2, I3, I4 . . .] [F1, F2, F3, F4 . . .] [P1, P2, P3, P4 . . .]

R2 [I1, I2, I3, I4 . . .] [F1, F2, F3, F4 . . .] [P1, P2, P3, P4 . . .]

. . . . . . . . . . . .

Rn [I1, I2, I3, I4 . . .] [F1, F2, F3, F4 . . .] [P1, P2, P3, P4 . . .]

After the image database is established, the user can shoot
images with the image capture device 12 in the target area
(for example, a construction site). A similarity calculation
method is applied to the captured images and the images in
the database to obtain a most similar image, and thereby
obtain the spatial information of a position where the
captured images are captured. Reference is further made to
FIG. 5, which is a flowchart of steps for performing spatial
similarity matching according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure. As shown in FIG. 5, the steps for
performing the spatial similarity matching are as follows:

Step S50: configuring the image capturing device to
obtain a captured image at a current position in the target
area. The so-called current position is a position to be
positioned, and is usually a position where the image cap-
turing device is located. The captured image thus obtained is
named Iq.

Step S51: configuring the computing device to input the
captured image into the trained deep learning network to
perform the image feature extraction on the captured image
to obtain a captured image feature corresponding to the
captured image. In this step, the trained deep learning
network is the aforementioned VGG deep learning network,
and the obtained image feature is named Fq.

Step S52: executing a similarity matching algorithm on
the captured image feature and the plurality of virtual image
features to obtain a plurality of matching virtual images with
relatively high similarities to the captured image from the
plurality of virtual images.

In detail, the similarity matching algorithm can be, for
example, a cosine similarity matching algorithm, which is
used to calculate a plurality of similarities of the plurality of

virtual images to the captured images, and the plurality of
similarities can be expressed by the following equation:

S(Fq, Fn) =
FqFn

Fq Fn 
;

where S is a degree of similarity, and the cosine similarity
theorem uses 0 to 1 to indicate the degree of similarity. The
closer S is to 1, the higher the degree of similarity is. Fn

represents the virtual image feature Fn extracted from the nth
virtual image In through the VGG deep learning network.

After the virtual image with the highest degree of simi-
larity is matched and obtained, in order to solve design
issues related to repetitiveness and symmetry of the build-
ing, a correct image is manually selected from the plurality
of matched virtual images with relatively higher similarities.

Step S53: displaying the plurality of matching virtual
images on the user interface for the user to select a most
similar image.

FIGS. 6(a) to 6(c) respectively show multiple examples of
captured images, captured image feature maps, virtual
images, and virtual image feature maps from left to right
according to the embodiment of the present disclosure.

From FIG. 6(a) to FIG. 6(c), it can be seen that after
visualizing the features extracted by the VGG deep learning
network, important feature blocks can be displayed. For
example, FIG. 6(a) shows that floor windows on left and
right sides are the important feature blocks, FIG. 6(b) shows
that a middle block of a corridor is the important feature
block, and FIG. 6(c) shows that pillars are the important
feature blocks. Matching results show that the VGG deep
learning network can indeed extract important features with-
out any additional training performed on the plurality of
virtual images extracted from the BIM model. If a specific
block is extracted from the feature map, it can be clearly
seen that a distribution of similar images is very similar to
a distribution of query images.

After the most similar image is successfully matched, the
present disclosure can utilize the most similar image to
evaluate the position and the pose of the image capturing
device 12 when the captured image is taken. Reference is
further made to FIG. 7, which is a flowchart of steps for
performing camera position and pose evaluation according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 7, the steps for performing camera
position and pose evaluation include:

Step S70: displaying the captured image and the most
similar image on the user interface for the user to select a
plurality of sets of corresponding feature points from the
captured image and the most similar image.

In detail, the principle used to evaluate the position and
pose of the camera is a geometric relationship between the
two images. For example, an epipolar geometry relationship
can be described by a fundamental matrix, and an epipolar
constraint can be used to derive the following definition of
the fundamental matrix F:

F=K'−TTRK−1;

where F is the fundamental matrix, K is an intrinsic param-
eter matrix of one camera capturing a first image, K' is an
internal parameter matrix of another camera capturing a
second image, T is a movement vector matrix of the two
cameras, and R is a rotation matrix of the two cameras.

Values of the fundamental matrix are completely defined
by the intrinsic parameters K and K' of the two cameras and
external parameters (R, T) between the two cameras. In
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other words, when information of three-dimensional objects
appearing in the captured image is unknown, the fundamen-
tal matrix can be calculated from the pairwise feature points
of the two images to obtain (R, T) and calculate a movement
of the camera.

The fundamental matrix can be calculated from multiple
pairwise corresponding feature points that are known in the
two images. In the embodiment of the present disclosure, the
fundamental matrix can be obtained, for example, by using
eight-point algorithm, and thus more than eight sets of
corresponding feature points should be obtained from the
captured image and the most similar image. Therefore, in
step S70, a manual matching method is adopted. The user
only needs to manually match eight feature points. In this
way, the fundamental matrix can be calculated, and the
camera external parameters (R, T) associated with the move-
ment from the most similar image to the captured image can
be obtained.

Step S71: obtaining, from the plurality of virtual images,
a nearest image having the virtual image feature with the
highest similarity to the virtual image feature of the most
similar image, obtaining a plurality of sets of corresponding
feature point coordinates of the plurality of sets of feature
points, calculating a capturing position and a capturing pose
parameter when the image capturing device obtaining the
captured image according to a geometric relationship
between the captured image and the most similar image, a
geometric relationship between the most similar image and
the nearest image, and the plurality of sets of corresponding
feature point coordinates, and taking the capturing position
as a positioning result representing the current position.

Reference can be further made to FIG. 8, which is a
flowchart of steps for calculating geometric relationships of
the most similar image, the captured image, and the nearest
image according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
In detail, the computing device 10 can be further configured
to perform the following steps.

Step S80: executing a multipoint algorithm to obtain the
first fundamental matrix according to the plurality of sets of
corresponding feature point coordinates, in which the first
fundamental matrix is used to define an epipolar geometry
relationship between the captured image and the most simi-
lar image.

After the eight feature points are obtained, the basic
matrix can be obtained by using the eight-point algorithm,
assuming:

x =

u

v

1

, x′ =

u′

v′

1

and F =

f11 f12 f13

f21 f22 f23

f31 f32 f33

;

where x, x' are pixel coordinates of the feature points, and F
is the fundamental matrix. When these definitions are sub-
stituted into the epipolar constraint, the following equation
can be obtained after expansion:

uu'f11+vu'f12+u'f13+uv'f21+vv'f22+v'f23+uf31+vf32+
f33=0.

All fij are unknowns, but the right side of the equal sign
is 0, which is a homogenous linear equation. This allows the
equation to have an infinite number of solutions. In order to
eliminate this scaling degree of freedom, it is assumed that
a certain unknown number fij is a constant. Generally, it is
assumed that f33 is −1 when calculating the fundamental
matrix, and f33 as −1 is substituted in to obtain the following
equation:

uu'f11+vu'f12+u'f13+uv'f21+vv'f22+v'f23+uf31+vf32=1.

The eight corresponding feature points are further substi-

tuted into the above equation, and a non-homogeneous

linear system can then be obtained:

u1u1
′ v1u1

′ u1
′ u1v1

′ v1v1
′ v1

′ u1 v1

u2u2
′ v2u2

′ u2
′ u2v2

′ v2v2
′ v2

′ u2 v2

⋮ ⋮ ⋮ ⋮ ⋮ ⋮ ⋮ ⋮

u7u7
′ v7u7

′ u7
′ u7v7

′ v7v7
′ v7

′ u7 v8

u8u8
′ v8u8

′ u8
′ u8v8

′ v8v8
′ v8

′ u8 v8

f11

f12

f13

f21

f22

f23

f31

f32

= 1.

Finally, the eight equations are solved to obtain the first

fundamental matrix described in the step S80.

Step S81: calculating a first essential matrix between the

captured image and the most similar image according to the

first fundamental matrix, and extract a rotation matrix and a

movement vector matrix in the fundamental matrix by using

the first essential matrix.

An essential matrix is actually the fundamental matrix

after the camera is calibrated. Therefore, when the intrinsic

parameters of the camera are completely eliminated, only

two external camera parameters (R, T) are left. In order to

separately extract the rotation matrix and the movement

vector matrix (R, T) in the fundamental matrix, a singular

value decomposition (SVD) technique must be used. Finally,

R and T are extracted from a 3×3 matrix. It should be noted

that the embodiment of the present disclosure has already

mentioned the need to set the intrinsic parameters of the

camera to be consistent with the intrinsic parameters of the

image capturing device 10 used to obtain the captured image

during the aforementioned image database establishment

stage. Therefore, the essential matrix can be used directly,

which can be expressed by the following equation:

E=K'TFK=TR.

Step S82: calculating a second essential matrix between

the most similar image and the nearest image, and inversely
inference a scale ratio from the second essential matrix, the
most similar image, and the plurality of camera positions
and the camera pose parameters corresponding to the nearest
image.

After obtaining a rotation matrix R1q and a movement
vector matrix T1q, since f33 is assumed to be −1, there is a
scaling ratio s in the solution, and thus there is a scaling
factor of s in T1q. In other words, it is necessary to further
obtain the nearest image (I2) with the highest similarity to
the virtual image feature of the most similar image (I1) from
step S71, and compare, after an essential matrix E12 of the
nearest image (I2) is calculated, the camera position and
pose parameters recorded in the established image database
(referring to Table 1). Then, a value of the scale ratio s can
be inversely calculated.

First, a conversion matrix M12 from I1 to I2 is calculated
according to known values:

M12 =  R12 T12

0 1
 = inv(M1)M2.

Then, an ORB feature description algorithm is used to
match the feature points of I1 and I2. After the feature points
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are obtained, the essential matrix E12 can be calculated and
(R'12, T'12) is obtained, which is expressed as the conversion
matrix M'12:

M12
′ =  R12

′ T12
′

0 1
.

It can be further obtained that:

T12=sT'12.

Step S83: multiplying the scale ratio by the movement
vector matrix to obtain the capturing position and the
capturing pose parameter when the image capturing device
obtaining the captured image.

Therefore, after the capturing position and the capturing
pose parameter of the image capturing device when obtain-
ing the captured image are obtained, the capturing position
can be used as a positioning result representing the current
position.

Therefore, the above steps (a) to (c) can eliminate the
limitation that a real image database cannot be established at
the construction site, and import semi-automatic methods
when using feature extraction methods based on deep learn-
ing models, to allow users to select the correct similar
images, to provide solutions for a situation in which a
position cannot be determined due to repetitive and sym-
metrical structures. In addition, the users are allowed to
manually match the plurality of feature points of the plu-
rality of virtual image and the captured image filtered by the
deep learning network, such that accurate positioning can be
achieved.

The present disclosure further introduces a concept of
simultaneous localization and mapping (SLAM) to avoid
excessive manual positioning assistance. After the position-
ing is completed in the first three steps, the starting point
information is provided to the user, and then the Visual-
Inertial Odometry (VIO) is used to calculate a relative
position. In addition, due to an error of the VIO, the BIM
model is template matched for instant correction to address
an issue of accumulated errors.

More specifically, after the camera position and pose
evaluation is performed, considering that a continuous posi-
tioning function is required in the construction site, if only
the aforementioned steps are used to position each captured
image, there will be an excessive number of manual inter-
ventions, which results in poor efficiency. Therefore, in the
present disclosure, the concept of SLAM is introduced, and
the position and pose of the camera after positioning in the
previous steps are taken as a starting point of SLAM. Then,
relative displacement positioning calculations are subse-
quently achieved through synchronous positioning and map
establishment, thereby reducing the number of manual inter-
ventions.

Reference can be further made to FIG. 9, which is a
flowchart of steps for executing a visual inertial odometer
(VIO) according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
As shown in FIG. 9, the steps for executing the VIO are as
follows.

Step S90: configuring the image capturing device to
obtain a tracking captured image in the target area.

Step S91: configuring a plurality of inertial sensors to
correspondingly generate a plurality of inertial sensing sig-
nals when the image capturing device obtaining the tracking
captured image.

For example, a mobile device with a camera, a gyroscope,
and an acceleration sensor can be used. The camera is used

to obtain the tracking captured image (that is, a captured
image for position and pose tracking after an initial posi-
tioning), the gyroscope is used to obtain three-axis rotation
and angular acceleration of the mobile device to estimate the
rotation pose of the mobile device, and the acceleration
sensor is used to collect three-dimensional acceleration and
a moving distance of the mobile device.

Step S92: configuring the computing device to execute a
VIO algorithm to calculate displacement information and
rotation information according to the tracking captured
image and the plurality of inertial sensing signals, and
update the positioning result with the displacement infor-
mation.

In detail, reference is made to FIG. 10, which is a
flowchart of a visual inertial odometry algorithm according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure. As shown in
FIG. 10, the VIO algorithm includes the following steps.

Step S100: performing feature point matching and for-
ward intersection measurement methods on the tracking
captured image and the captured image to calculate positions
of a plurality of tracking feature points repeatedly shown in
the tracking captured image and the captured image.

Step S101: calculating the displacement information and
the rotation information according to the positions of the
tracking feature points, the three-axis rotation and angular
acceleration signal, and the three-dimensional acceleration
signal.

Step S102: updating the capturing position and the cap-
turing pose parameter with the displacement information
and the rotation information to generate the updated posi-
tioning result.

Step S103: obtaining the virtual image corresponding to
the tracking captured image from the plurality virtual images
according to the updated capturing position and the updated
capturing pose parameter.

Step S104: configuring the user interface to display the
tracking captured image, and project the corresponding
virtual image onto the tracking captured image.

The concept of the visual inertial odometer is to obtain
images, angular acceleration, three-dimensional accelera-
tion and other data with time series through multiple sensors,
and calculate a displacement and a rotation of the device to
achieve continuous positioning. The overall process is
shown in FIG. 10. After obtaining the image data, the
positions of the feature points that are repeatedly observed
in the two images are calculated through the feature point
matching in computer vision and the forward intersection
measurement method. Then, the updated positioning result
can be obtained by using the angular acceleration and
movement collected by the gyroscope and the acceleration
sensor to infer the displacement and rotation of the mobile
device.

The present disclosure further provides a positioning
correction process for correcting observation errors gener-
ated in the calculation process of the above-mentioned VIO
algorithm. FIG. 11 is a flowchart of a positioning correction
process according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure. As shown in FIG. 11, the positioning correction process
includes configuring the computing device to perform the
following steps.

Step S110: executing a structure from motion (SfM)
algorithm on the tracking captured image to reconstruct an
environmental three-dimensional image in the tracking cap-
tured image, and to generate a plurality of records of point
cloud data corresponding to the environmental three-dimen-
sional image. The plurality of records of point cloud data
have at least one plane defined according to characteristic

US 11,631,195 B2

11 12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65



relationships of the plurality of records of point cloud data.
For example, these records of point cloud data can be
defined as a plane according to their geometry and charac-
teristic relationships. For example, a certain characteristic
point constantly appears in the point cloud data, and these
points form a coplanar plane in a three-dimensional space,
which can be recognized as a plane.

Step S111: taking the plane with the largest area among
the at least one plane defined by the plurality of records of
point cloud data as a ground, to correct a projection origin
along a first direction, in which the projection origin is used
to project the corresponding virtual image onto the tracking
captured image. For example, reference can be made to FIG.
12, which is a conceptual diagram of correcting a projection
model in Y direction by a detected horizontal plane accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure. In this
embodiment, a horizontal plane that is detected to have the
largest area belongs to a ground GND of the target area
(construction site), and a projection origin P2 of a projection
model MD is corrected to a projection origin P1 along the Y
direction, so as to be at the same height as the ground GND.
Therefore, a coordinate value of the projection model MD in
the Y direction can be continuously corrected to the detected
ground GND.

Step S112: taking one of the rest of the at least one plane
defined by the point cloud data other than the plane with the
largest area as a vertical plane.

Step S113: detecting position correction data and angle
correction data along a second direction and a third direction
of the plane taken as the vertical plane.

Step S114: correcting the positioning result according to
the position correction data and the angle correction data.

In detail, in the above steps, the present disclosure further
uses a detected vertical plane to calibrate X-direction coor-
dinate, Z-direction coordinate and yaw (Z axis yaw angle) of
the projection model. The overall concept is illustrated by
using pillar elements and model pillars in the target area as
an example. Reference is made to FIGS. 13(a) to 13(d),
which are schematic diagrams in which the pillar elements
and the model pillars in the target area are used to demon-
strate correction of the projection model by use of the
detected vertical plane according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure. FIG. 13 (a) shows that the model pillar
has caused X, Z direction and yaw angle errors due to
observation errors, and a thick line segment is the vertical
plane detected by the pillar element in the tracking captured
image. This vertical plane can then be used as a reference to
correct the Z direction and the rotation correction yaw angle
of the model pillar, as shown in FIG. 13(b). FIG. 13(c)
shows that there is still an error in the X direction. At this
time, the thick line segment is also the vertical plane
corresponding to the pillar element. The vertical plane is
also used as the basis for X correction, and finally the
positioning correction is completed, as shown in FIG. 13(d).

Therefore, the indoor positioning method and the indoor
positioning system of the present disclosure introduce the
concept of simultaneous localization and mapping (SLAM)
to avoid excessive manual positioning assistance. After the
positioning is completed in the first three steps, the starting
point information is provided to the user, and then the
visual-inertial odometry (VIO) is used to calculate a relative
position. In addition, due to an error of the VIO, the BIM
model is template matched for instant correction, so as to
address the issue of accumulated errors.

It should be noted that although the construction site is
used as the target area in the above embodiments, the indoor
positioning method and the indoor positioning system of the

present disclosure are substantially applicable to any indoor
area, and a scope and a location suitable for application of
said indoor positioning method and indoor positioning sys-
tem are not limited in the present disclosure.

In conclusion, the indoor positioning method and the
indoor positioning system provided by the present disclo-
sure can overcome a limitation that a real image database
cannot be established at the construction site, and import
semi-automatic methods when using feature extraction
methods based on deep learning models, so as to allow the
users to select the correct similar image. In this way, a
situation in which a position cannot be determined due to
repetitive and symmetrical structures can be solved. In
addition, the users are enabled to manually match the
plurality of feature points from the plurality of virtual
images and the captured image that are filtered by the deep
learning network, such that accurate positioning can be
achieved.

Furthermore, the indoor positioning method and the
indoor positioning system of the present disclosure further
introduce a concept of simultaneous localization and map-
ping (SLAM) to avoid excessive manual positioning assis-
tance. After the positioning is completed in the first three
steps, a starting point information is provided to the user,
and then a visual-inertial odometry (VIO) is used to calcu-
late a relative position. In addition, due to an error of the
VIO, the BIM model is template matched for instant cor-
rection, so as to address an issue of accumulated errors.

The foregoing description of the exemplary embodiments
of the disclosure has been presented only for the purposes of
illustration and description and is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or to limit the disclosure to the precise forms disclosed.
Many modifications and variations are possible in light of
the above teaching.

The embodiments were chosen and described in order to
explain the principles of the disclosure and their practical
application so as to enable others skilled in the art to utilize
the disclosure and various embodiments and with various
modifications as are suited to the particular use contem-
plated. Alternative embodiments will become apparent to
those skilled in the art to which the present disclosure
pertains without departing from its spirit and scope.

What is claimed is:
1. An indoor positioning method, comprising:
configuring a computing device to obtain a building

information modeling (BIM) model of a target area;
configuring the computing device to generate at least one

virtual camera, control the at least one virtual camera to
obtain a plurality of virtual images in the BIM model,
and a plurality of camera positions and a plurality of
camera pose parameters corresponding to the plurality
of virtual images, and store the plurality of virtual
images, the plurality of camera positions and the plu-
rality of camera pose parameters in an image database;

configuring the computing device to input the plurality of
virtual images into a trained deep learning network, so
as to perform image feature extractions on the plurality
of virtual images and to obtain a plurality of virtual
image features corresponding to the plurality of virtual
images;

configuring an image capturing device to obtain a cap-
tured image at a current position in the target area;

configuring the computing device to input the captured
image into the trained deep learning network, so as to
perform the image feature extraction on the captured
image and to obtain a captured image feature corre-
sponding to the captured image;
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configuring the computing device to execute a similarity
matching algorithm on the captured image feature and
the plurality of virtual image features, so as to obtain a
plurality of matching virtual images with relatively
high similarity to the captured image from the plurality
of virtual images;

configuring the computing device to display the plurality
of matching virtual images on a user interface for a user
to select a most similar image;

configuring the computing device to display the captured
image and the most similar image on the user interface
for the user to select a plurality of sets of corresponding
feature points from the captured image and the most
similar image; and

configuring the computing device to:
obtain, from the plurality of virtual images, a nearest

image having the virtual image feature with the
highest similarity to the virtual image feature of the
most similar image;

obtain a plurality of sets of corresponding feature point
coordinates of the plurality of sets of feature points;

calculate a capturing position and a capturing pose
parameter of the image capturing device upon
obtaining the captured image according to a geomet-
ric relationship between the captured image and the
most similar image, a geometric relationship
between the most similar image and the nearest
image, and the plurality of sets of corresponding
feature point coordinates;

take the capturing position as a positioning result
representing the current position;

execute a multipoint algorithm to obtain a first funda-
mental matrix according to the plurality of sets of
corresponding feature point coordinates, wherein the
first fundamental matrix is used to define an epipolar
geometry relationship between the captured image
and the most similar image;

calculate a first essential matrix between the captured
image and the most similar image according to the
first fundamental matrix, and extract a rotation
matrix and a movement vector matrix in the first
fundamental matrix by using the first essential
matrix;

calculate a second essential matrix between the most
similar image and the nearest image, and inversely
calculate a scale ratio from the second essential
matrix, the most similar image, and the plurality of
camera positions and the plurality of camera pose
parameters corresponding to the nearest image; and

multiply the scale ratio by the movement vector matrix,
so as to obtain the capturing position and the cap-
turing pose parameter of the image capturing device
upon obtaining the captured image.

2. The indoor positioning method according to claim 1,
further comprising:

configuring the image capturing device to obtain a track-
ing captured image in the target area;

configuring a plurality of inertial sensors to correspond-
ingly generate a plurality of inertial sensing signals
when the image capturing device obtains the tracking
captured image; and

configuring the computing device to execute a visual
inertial odometry (VIO) algorithm to calculate dis-
placement information and rotation information
according to the tracking captured image and the plu-
rality of inertial sensing signals, and update the posi-
tioning result with the displacement information.

3. The indoor positioning method according to claim 2,
wherein the plurality of inertial sensors include a gyroscope
and an accelerometer, and the plurality of inertial sensing
signals include a three-axis rotation and angular acceleration
signal and a three-dimensional acceleration signal, and the
VIO algorithm includes:

performing feature point matching and forward intersec-
tion measurement methods on the tracking captured
image and the captured image to calculate positions of
a plurality of tracking feature points repeatedly shown
in the tracking captured image and the captured image;

calculating the displacement information and the rotation
information according to the positions of the tracking
feature points, the three-axis rotation and angular accel-
eration signal, and the three-dimensional acceleration
signal;

updating the capturing position and the capturing pose
parameter according to the displacement information
and the rotation information, so as to generate the
updated positioning result;

obtaining the virtual image corresponding to the tracking
captured image from the plurality virtual images
according to the updated capturing position and the
updated capturing pose parameter; and

configuring the user interface to display the tracking
captured image, and project the corresponding virtual
image onto the tracking captured image.

4. The indoor positioning method according to claim 3,
further comprising:

configuring the computing device to execute a structure
from motion (SfM) algorithm on the tracking captured
image, so as to reconstruct an environmental three-
dimensional image in the tracking captured image, and
to generate a plurality of records of point cloud data
corresponding to the environmental three-dimensional
image, wherein the plurality of records of point cloud
data have at least one plane defined according to
characteristic relationships of the plurality of records of
point cloud data; and

configuring the computing device to take one of the at
least one plane defined by the plurality of records of
point cloud data which has a largest area as a ground,
so as to correct a projection origin along a first direc-
tion, wherein the projection origin is used to project the
corresponding virtual image onto the tracking captured
image.

5. The indoor positioning method according to claim 4,
further comprising:

configuring the computing device to take another one of
the at least one plane other than the one of the at least
one plane having the largest area as a vertical plane;

configuring the computing device to detect position cor-
rection data and angle correction data along a second
direction and a third direction of the plane taken as the
vertical plane; and

configuring the computing device to correct the position-
ing result according to the position correction data and
the angle correction data.

6. The indoor positioning method according to claim 1,
wherein the trained deep learning network is a VGG deep
learning network pre-trained by an ImageNet data set, and
the VGG deep learning network includes a plurality of
convolutional layers and a plurality of pooling layers that are
sequentially iterated for multiple times, a fully connected
layer and a normalization function;

wherein the step of performing the image feature extrac-
tions on the plurality of virtual images to obtain the
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plurality of virtual image features corresponding to the
plurality of virtual images further includes using one of
the plurality of pooling layers as a main feature extrac-
tion layer to perform the image feature extractions on
the plurality of virtual images.

7. The indoor positioning method according to claim 6,
wherein a number of iterations in the VGG deep learning
network is 5, and a fourth pooling layer of the plurality of
pooling layers is used as the main feature extraction layer.

8. The indoor positioning method according to claim 1,
wherein the similarity matching algorithm further includes
using a cosine similarity matching algorithm to calculate a
plurality of similarities of the plurality of virtual images that
correspond to the captured image.

9. An indoor positioning system, comprising:
a computing device including at least one processor and

a storage unit, wherein the computing device is con-
figured to:

obtain a building information modeling (BIM) model of a
target area;

generate at least one virtual camera, and control the at
least one virtual camera to obtain a plurality of virtual
images in the BIM model, a plurality of camera posi-
tions and a plurality of camera pose parameters corre-
sponding to the plurality of virtual images, and store the
plurality of virtual images, the plurality of camera
positions and the plurality of camera pose parameters in
an image database; and

input the plurality of virtual images into a trained deep
learning network, so as to perform image feature
extractions on the plurality of virtual images and to
obtain a plurality of virtual image features correspond-
ing to the plurality of virtual images;

an image capturing device electrically connected to the
computing device and configured to obtain a captured
image at a current position in the target area; and

a user interface electrically connected to the computing
device;

wherein the computing device is further configured to:
input the captured image into the trained deep learning

network, so as to perform the image feature extrac-
tion on the captured image and to obtain a captured
image feature corresponding to the captured image;

execute a similarity matching algorithm on the captured
image feature and the plurality of virtual image
features to obtain a plurality of matching virtual
images with relatively high similarities to the cap-
tured image from the plurality of virtual images;

display the plurality of matching virtual images on the

user interface for a user to select a most similar

image;

display the captured image and the most similar image

on the user interface for the user to select a plurality

of sets of corresponding feature points from the

captured image and the most similar image;

obtain, from the plurality of virtual images, a nearest

image having the virtual image feature with the

highest similarity to the virtual image feature of the

most similar image;

obtain a plurality of sets of corresponding feature point

coordinates of the plurality of sets of feature points;

calculate a capturing position and a capturing pose

parameter of the image capturing device upon

obtaining the captured image according to a geomet-

ric relationship between the captured image and the

most similar image, a geometric relationship

between the most similar image and the nearest

image, and the plurality of sets of corresponding

feature point coordinates; and

take the capturing position as a positioning result

representing the current position;

execute a multipoint algorithm to obtain a first funda-

mental matrix according to the plurality of sets of

corresponding feature point coordinates, wherein the

first fundamental matrix is used to define an epipolar

geometry relationship between the captured image

and the most similar image;

calculate a first essential matrix between the captured

image and the most similar image according to the

first fundamental matrix, and extract a rotation

matrix and a movement vector matrix in the first
fundamental matrix by using the first essential
matrix;

calculate a second essential matrix between the most
similar image and the nearest image, and inversely
calculate a scale ratio from the second essential
matrix, the most similar image, and the plurality of
camera positions and the plurality of camera pose
parameters corresponding to the nearest image; and

multiply the scale ratio by the movement vector matrix,
so as to obtain the capturing position and the cap-
turing pose parameter of the image capturing device
upon obtaining the captured image.
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